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  Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! Ferndale Early Education Center focuses on our 
partnership of educating and developing the whole child. We will provide a welcoming 
environment with developmentally appropriate experiences that stimulate learning, build a solid 
foundation, and prepare every student for success. 

Your support and participation are highly valued and necessary in your child’s education. Please 
join us at PTA meetings, volunteering at home for special projects, volunteering at school, and/or 
signing up during the membership drive. There are so many ways to get involved with your child’s 
education! Please call us and we can talk about other possibilities.  

Here are some highlights of our school routines. First, students will enter the building at 9:15 a.m. 
for free breakfast in their classrooms. The instructional day begins at 9:30 a.m. and ends at 3:55 
p.m. Please make sure your child is here by 9:30 a.m. or he/she will be considered tardy. 

Parents and guests, please remember to park in the parking lot and/or on the right side of 
Packard Avenue for all school business. The left side of the street is reserved for neighborhood 
parking. Thank you for respecting their right to park in front of their homes since many of the 
homes do not have driveways. You may also park on neighboring streets around our school, as 
long as they are marked for parking. And lastly, we have many new additions to our staff. You will 
get a chance to meet many of them during our Back to School Night on Thursday, September 20 
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. So, please mark your calendars for this special event. Not only will you get to 
meet many of our staff members, but you’ll get to hear about many of the new and exciting 
initiatives that will be happening at Ferndale this year! Additionally, your child will be able to 
participate in an engaging cultural arts program while you attend the parent sessions. More 
information will be sent home soon. 

As always, Ferndale look forward to working with all the families and students this year! and 
remember, my door is always open. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to call or e-mail me. Together, we will make a difference with your child. 

Sincerely, 
Lisa Rice 
Principal 

 

 

 

  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

September 3 
School Closed – Labor Day 
 
September 4-5 
Parent Teacher Conferences for 
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
students 
 
September 5-6 
Parent Teacher Conferences for 
ECI students 
 
September 6-7-10 
Staggered Entrance dates for  
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
students 
 
September 7 
First day for ECI students 
 
September 11 
First day of school for all Pre-
Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
students 
First Meeting of Ferndale/Cromwell 
PTA At George Cromwell 
Elementary School at 6:00 p.m. 
PTA Sponsored Chick-fil-A Family 
Fundraiser Night from 5:00pm-
8:00pm 
 
September 17 
Fall Individual Picture Day 
 
September 19- School Closed 
Yom Kipper 
 
September 20 
Back to School Night: 6:00pm-
7:30pm 
 
September 28 
Survey Cards goes home 

 

Mission 

Ferndale Early Education Center mission, is to offers an early learning environment in order to 
create a strong academic, social, and emotional foundation.  Through partnerships with 
students, families and the community, Ferndale Early Education Center empowers students to 
be successful individuals in today’s diverse society.  
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Arrival and Dismissal  
 

For arrival and dismissal, please remember to park 
on the right side of Packard Avenue or in the 
parking lot.  When using the parking lot, please park 
in the lined parking spaces.  We need to keep the 
crosswalks clear for students, parents, and staff 
who are walking through the parking lot. Thank you 
for being patient during these times.  It ensures the 
safety of all.  Please remember that our school is 
located in a neighborhood.  Therefore, parking is 
limited.  Please be courteous and respectful of the 
neighbors.  For instance, please do not park in front 
of their driveways, or if something falls out of your 
car when you open the door, please pick it up.  
Also, when parking on the street, please pull as 
closely to the curb as possible.  It makes it safer for 
the buses to travel down the street.  Thank you so 
much for keeping us all safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Hours 

8:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. - Office Hours 

9:30 a.m. - 3:55 p.m. - Student Hours 

9:15 a.m. - Students may begin entering the            

                   Building 

9:30 a.m. - Instruction begins 

3:55 p.m. - Dismissal 

                   
 

Emergency Forms 

Emergency Forms and other important 
documents were distributed at 
Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Please return 
these forms to school A.S.A.P.  Make sure 
the forms are complete with up-to-date phone 
numbers and emergency contacts.  This is 
vitally important for the office, health room 
and the staff in case of an emergency. 

Reminder 

 

1. Packard Avenue is a one-way street going 
down the hill from Hollins Ferry Road.  Please 
make a right turn when coming out of the parking 
lot. 

 

2. In the event the parking lot is full, parents need 
to park on Packard Avenue, Hollins Ferry Road, 
Broadview Blvd. or Ferndale Road when picking 
up their children. 

 

Important Visitor 

Information 

For the safety and security of our students 
and staff, we ask that all visitors, for whatever 
reason, show a photo ID and sign-in to the 
main office.  You will then receive a badge 
before leaving the office. 

We also ask that if you would like to visit your 
child’s classroom that an appointment is 
made first. 

We appreciate your cooperation and 
understanding with these procedures.  

 

 

 

 Fire Lanes 

Fire lanes and bus loops are not to be utilized by 
staff, visitors, or spectators.  Any vehicle parked in 
a fire lane MUST be moved to an authorized 
parking space.  This includes if you are bringing 
your student in because they are late or if you 
are picking your student up for early dismissal. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Attendance Policy at Ferndale 

Early Education Center 

Board policy indicates that we must document 
tardiness, as well as early dismissals for every 
student.  Any time a student arrives after       
9:30 a.m. or is released from school prior to  
3:55 p.m., it is considered as a tardy or early 
dismissal.  You will see this on your child’s 
progress report, which indicates that your child 
missed time from school.  This will impact your 
child’s perfect attendance.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please call the office at                
410-222-6927. 

 

Student Attire 

Student’s school attire should to be in accordance with school policy, which means clothing is to be chosen 
in a manner that is healthy, safe and inoffensive. 

Clothing may not be worn in such a manner as to reveal under garments or bare skin between the upper 
chest and mid-thigh.  For safety, we ask that students wear tennis shoes or sandals with a back strap.  
Please DO NOT have children wear flip-flops.  

 

Camera Surveillance  

Ferndale Early Education Center is equipped 
with a video camera system.  It covers selected 
interior and exterior public portions of the 
building and grounds.  It is NOT monitored 
constantly, but it is monitored during emergency 
situations.  During certain events, when the 
safety or security of students may be in 
question, authorized personnel from local, state, 
or federal police or fire emergency units may be 
given access to view images projected on the 
camera system.  If you have any questions 
about the system, you should call the Supervisor 
of School Security at 410-222-5083. 
 

Federal Impact Aid Survey Forms 

 

On Friday, September 28, 2018, your child will 
bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form.  
Please assist us by filling out the information 
requested on the form and return it to Ferndale 
Early Education Center. 

The U.S. Department of Education has now 
requested a separate survey form for each child, 
the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s 
Employer if they work on Federal Property, the 
complete address of the Federal Property on 
which they work,  and each survey form must 
be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian.  
If needed, additional forms may be obtained from 
the school or downloaded from the AACPS 
website (www.aacps.org) under Students, 
Forms. The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 
2018-2019 will be available to download on 
September 28, 2018.  We will also be using our 
Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification 
System to remind everyone about the significance 
of completing and returning this survey.  The 
school system receives approximately $2 million 
in funding from the Federal government in 
support of our children after the forms are 
processed.   

Thank you in advance for your support and 
assistance.  Should you have any questions 
regarding this information, please contact         
Ms. Donna Barker at 410-222-5200. 
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Reading Notes 

 

September’s Stupendous Reading 
Strategy:  Point out the link between letters 
and sounds.  For example, “Jane, the word 
jump begins with the same sound as your 
name, Jane.”   What other words begin with 
that sound?  
 
Fun Alphabet Books to practice letter 
sound connection:    

Alphabet City by Stephen Johnson 

The Ocean Alphabet Book by Jerry Pallotta 
and Frank Mazzola, Jr.  

The Alphabet Tree by Leo Lionni 

Alphabet Mystery by Audrey Wood and 
Bruce Wood 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

September 2018 

Introduction to Brain Tips 

 

Each month we will provide a “Brain Tip” for you 
and your child.  These essential strategies will help 
with the development of your child’s brain.  For 
instance, new learning makes new connections.  
No learning causes disconnections (and boredom); 
therefore, strive to learn something new every day.  
Try to spend 15 minutes a day on after school 
learning or activities (i.e. hobbies)! 

 

News from the  

Cafeteria 

 

 

 

Hello and Welcome Back to a brand-

new school year! 

 I am very excited to serve your child. We will 

start off each and every day with a "free" 

breakfast, which is served in their classroom!  

The breakfast food item are juice, milk, fresh 

fruit or craisins / raisins. Lunch is served in the 

cafeteria and the choices are Hot entrees, or 

cheese and yogurt combo or entrée salad. All 

come with fresh fruits and veggies. Lunch prices 

are remaining the same this year.  

We will make sure that all children are fed with 

healthy meals here at Ferndale! 

Lunch Cafeteria Prices for the 
2018-2019 school year are: 

Lunch (Full Price)             $2.75 

Lunch (Reduced-Price)     $ .40 

Milk - ½ pint (A La Carte) $ .55 

Please call the school at 410-222-6927 if 
you have any questions.  Thank you! 
 
 
Nancy Tyler  
Cafeteria Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Media Center 

Greetings from the Ferndale Media Center!  I hope 
everyone had a wonderful summer and is ready to 
begin the new school year.  I am very excited to 
work with your children and introduce them to the 
library.  ECI, Pre-Kindergarten, and Kindergarten 
classes will all be reviewing proper ways to behave 
in the media center.  In the month of September, 
classes will be discussing how to care for books and 
checking out their first book. I am looking forward to 
a wonderful school year and sharing literature with 
the students. 
  
Sincerely, 
Ms. Knode 
Media Specialist 
 
 

Kelli Knode 

Media Specialist 

Ferndale Early Education Center 

West Meade Early Education Center 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    

PTA News 

Please consider joining the PTA.  Membership is 
$6.00 per person and anyone is welcome (and 
encouraged!) to join.  Our goal is 100% 
participation! We have many fun and enriching 
activities planned for both students and families.  
We can’t do it without your help! If you are 
interested in volunteering or would like to contact 
us with any suggestions or concerns, please e-
mail us at cromwellferndalepta@yahoo.com 

or find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/cromwellferndalepta.  

 

 

 

EMERGENCY DRILLS 

During each school year, various drills are 
conducted at every school to ensure that staff and 
students are prepared in the event of an 
emergency. These drills include monthly 
fire/evacuation drills.  

In addition, several drills with scenarios developed 
by the school system’s Office of School Security 
and based upon various possible emergency 
scenarios are done each year. These include, but 
are not limited to: evacuation for natural gas 
emergencies; shelter for tornado and earthquake; 
shelter for outside hazardous materials release; 
lockout for danger outside of the school building, 
reverse evacuation back into the school for 
students and staff outside; and lockdown for a 
person with a weapon inside of the school.   
  
These drills are discussed with staff prior to the drill 
and evaluated once the drill is complete. In some 
cases, the drills may be discussed with students 
before they take place.                                                                                                                                                                         

mailto:cromwellferndalepta@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/cromwellferndalepta


  

Physical Education at Ferndale 

One of the primary goals as a physical educator is to teach every child,  
regardless of their ability level, how and why they should keep themselves                                                           
fit and healthy throughout their lifetime. In Physical Education, 
learning experiences are provided, which are developmentally 
appropriate and will teach children how to stat physically active in ways 
that increase their physical competence, self-esteem, and joy. 
 
You can support your child’s success by making sure they are dressed 
to fully participate on Physical Education Activities. All students in Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten  
have Physical Education on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s.  They should wear clothing that allows  
freedom of movement and keep them comfortable in the physical education setting. Safe shoes are extremely 
important for physical activity. Tennis shoes, sneakers or shoes that have non-slip soles without heels. Shoes 
should fit securely on the feet (buckle, tie, etc.). Slip-on shoes (flip-flops, clogs,  
platforms, and boots) are not appropriate for Physical Education. 
 
Together, we can encourage fitness, healthy choices, and help your child(ren) enjoy a lifetime  
of physical activity! 
 
Mrs. Shannon Overend 
Physical Education Teacher 
Ferndale Early Education Center 

 

 



  

 

From the Health Room Staff:  
  

-  A change of clothing in the child’s locker including underwear, socks and shoes are recommended. 
 

-  Immunizations must be up to date to begin school, please call the nurse with any questions.  Free 
shots for uninsured and underinsured families are given at the Glen Burnie Health Center next to 
Richard Henry Lee Elementary School.  Students born outside of the US also need a PPD skin test. 

 
-   A physical exam (a green form called an “SR6”) is highly recommended.  

 
- For medications in school, a Parent Request to Administer Medication form signed by the doctor 

and parent is required.  This is needed for daily, as-needed, or over-the-counter medications such 
as: Tylenol, asthma inhalers and medicated cough drops/lip balm.  Forms can be downloaded at 
www.aacps.org or obtained from the health room. 

 
- If your child has a severe allergy (foods, insects, or latex) or any other chronic health concerns 

please contact the school nurse.   
 

-  If your child has asthma, call the nurse for any asthma concerns or questions.  
Asthma is the number one chronic illness seen in students and every child’s triggers and symptoms 
can be different; therefore, having a rescue inhaler in the health room is highly recommended.           
 

- Vision and Hearing Screenings are October 30th & November 9th. The vision screening is only for 
distance vision.  Letters will be sent home if a student does not pass the screening in order for you to 
follow up with your child’s doctor.  

 
- Please call the Health Room at any time for any health concerns or questions you may have, at 

410-222-6927. 
 

Thanks, Jacylin Phelps, RN, BSN, School Health Nurse 
               Deborah Swigert, CAN, School Health Assistant 

 

 



The Human Relations Committee  

 

The Human Relations Committee would like to take this opportunity to introduce the various 
events and programs that the Ferndale school community participates in during the school year.  
As the year progresses you will be hearing all about the following:   
 

Harvest for the Hungry Program 

Pennies for Patients Program 

Grand Friend’s Day 

School Spirit Days 

If you are a parent or a community member and you are interested in being a member of our 
committee, please contact Jennifer Billings, Human Relations Committee Chairperson at     
410-222-6927.  The commitment would include attending a monthly meeting and volunteering for 
various activities, as you are able.  We welcome parent and community involvement! 

 

 
 

FEEC Counselor’s Corner 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

 Hello!  My name is Jennifer Billings and I am the counselor at Ferndale Early 

Education Center.  I will meet with your child’s class to introduce myself as a helper 

and friend in their school.  Please let me know if I can be of assistance to you or your 

family.  You can call me at 410-222-6927 or email me at jmbillings@aacps.org. 

 I am looking forward to getting to know you and your family this school year! 

 

        Jennifer Billings 

        School Counselor 

        Ferndale Early Education Center 
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A little birdie told me...  

 Ferndale Early   

Education Center  

is on Twitter! 

Follow us 

@FerndaleEarlyEd.  

Get news and updates     

from our school and AACPS.    

Human Relations Committee  

Dinky says, “Show us your Ferndale 

School Spirit every Friday.”   

 

 

 

 

                     

We invite all students and staff to participate every Friday in  

“School Colors Day (red, white, blue)” 

OR  

Your favorite team’s shirt or jersey during football season! 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  



 

 

Ferndale Early 

Education Center 

is on Facebook! 

  Follow us @         

Principal Rice. 

 Get news and                       

updates from our        

     school and AACPS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                                                                

Beginning September 7, 2018 through March 16, 2019, our school will have the opportunity to earn 
cash through the Giant A+ School Rewards Program. 

All you have to do is: 

 • Log on to www.Giant.com/aplus to designate our school online using your Giant Card, 

                                                 OR  

 • Call the A+ Hotline at 1-877-275-2758 for assistance. 

REMEMBER: If you registered your card last year, you DO NOT need to re-register this year. You 
can visit the website to verify correct school assignment. Also, don’t forget to encourage your friends 
and relatives to do the same. It could mean more CASH for our school. 

After you register your card, each shopping trip at Giant using your card earns CASH for our school. 
So Don't Forget To Register!!!  

                                                                                   



 

       Take a “supporting role” in our school community… 

     Please join the Cromwell/Ferndale PTA! 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 School Year! 

By becoming a PTA member, you are becoming more involved in your child’s education. Studies show that children of involved parents do 

better in school. You also give yourself a voice and a vote on the way we conduct business. Let yourself be heard and share your ideas and 

opinions with us! We sponsor fun family events and fundraisers that both kids AND parents enjoy.  

Each year Cromwell/Ferndale PTA raises and distributes crucial funds to support school programs that enrich the school experience for 

children in our schools. We pay for things that are not available through the regular school budget: school buses for field trips, books for the 

library and students, field day, cultural arts programs, Teacher and Staff appreciation, student recognition, 5th Grade dance and promotion, 

and so much more! 

We would like to encourage all Cromwell and Ferndale parents, guardians, family members, friends, teachers and school staff to become 

members of our PTA. We are striving for the goal of 100% participation! 

If you ARE interested in volunteering your time we’d love to have you! We are always in need of volunteers to help facilitate fun events like 

book fairs, science labs, ice-cream socials and more. Please enter your contact information below to be contacted by a member with potential 

volunteer opportunities. 

You absolutely do NOT have to volunteer or even attend meetings to be a member – your dues, tax deductible donations, and participation 

in fundraisers are what will allow us to continue to support our students, schools, and teachers throughout the school year.  

PTA EMAIL: cromwellferndalepta@yahoo.com 

PTA FACEBOOK PAGE: www.facebook.com/cromwellferndalepta 

2018-2019 Membership/Renewal Form 

Please return this form with cash or check to the school office or your child’s teacher. 

*Please make all checks payable to “Cromwell/Ferndale PTA”. 

2018-2019 Membership is $6 per person, renewed annually. Out of this, we have to pay $2.25 to the National PTA and $1.75 to the Maryland 

PTA. This leaves us with $2.00 per person. For this reason, tax deductible donations are gratefully accepted! 

Member Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ Email: ______________________________________ 

Student Name: ____________________________Grade/Teacher: ___________________ 

Student Name: ____________________________Grade/Teacher: ___________________ 

o Membership @ $6.00 each   $____________ 
o Donation ☺      $_____________ 

        TOTAL: $_____________ 

Yes, I am interested in receiving information about volunteering at my child’s school!   

Email:_____________________________ 

Phone:_____________________       



 

 


